Maung Day
How we make sense of

ourselves
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Maung Day
If I had wings, I’ d do things

that are most beautiful

2018, Pen and pencil on paper, 57 x 76 cm
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Maung Day

Two different versions of

everything
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These tableau-like drawings were made in 2018, and the
images that would become them came from both the
dreaming/sleeping state and the waking time of the artist.
Maybe, what the artist felt, thought, feared, and tried to
understand in his waking life bled into his dreams conjuring
up more images in a form of continuation, or maybe the
images from the artist’ s dreams seeped into his waking
spells, or maybe it was a two-way watercourse. The artist
harvested those fragmentary images and assembled them
together for a period of time until they became these tableaus
or pseudo-stories. The enigmatic and confusing nature of
these images, figures, and their settings reflect the very same
nature of where they came from. The artist feels that his own
and the society’ s anxiety around omnipresent violence, the
tension within social relationships and exercises of power,
increasing lack of empathy in everyday life, and spiritual
breakdown are nestling in the emotional and visual fabrics
that make up these drawings. The images lie, the artist thinks,
in the liminal space between narration and abstraction,
between knowing and feeling from guts, and between dream

and waking.
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