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Certain regions in mainland Thailand and Burma were previously
recognized as part of Zomia, as per the concept and definition put forth
by James C. Scott.

Today, the notion of Zomia may appear paradoxical, given the
widespread power of states and their governance over all areas. In the
current era, it’ s rarely possible to exist without a state, regardless of
people’ s perceptions of the state or whether there are still those who
seek refuge from it.

Reports indicate that Thailand and Burma are home to approximately
600,000 stateless individuals who require recognition from
governments. In Thailand, over 200,000 of these individuals are
children, and only about 80,000 stateless children attend school.
Although the Thai government allows stateless children to study, many
obstacles remain.

From my research, I’ ve discovered that specific individuals, volunteer
groups, and organizations have been collaborating to establish
alternative platforms such as free schools, educational centers, and
alternative schools. These initiatives provide basic educational
assistance to stateless children without government support.

In a world where technology is advancing rapidly, and some suggest
that we are headed towards a future where everything is online, in my
opinion, despite the positive aspects of technology, many people are
left behind and unable to access it. The Zomia in the Cloud project
allowed me to experiment with tools and processes for data extraction
and visualization. I gathered information about free schools, alternative
schools, and educational centers that are cooperated on by specific
volunteer groups and organizations, providing basic educational
support to stateless children in Thailand. This information was
accessible through search engines like Google and Bing. I extracted
and repeated the data and conducted experiments to transform it into
visuals, enabling me to interpret and represent the Zomia-ness on my
terms.
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